Testimonial from Georgia Dash on value of certification, November 2009

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to talk about why I believe that Certification in Infection Control® is important. I actually started my career in Infection Prevention and Control in 1969, 14 years before the first certification examination was offered in 1983. My first reaction back in 1983 to the idea of sitting a certification exam was, "I have been working in infection prevention for 14 years why should I now sit a certification examination?" In the 1980s there was no requirement by employers to be certified nor was there any reference to certification in infection control in any Joint Commission standard (that reference was to come much later in 2003).  While I was thinking about whether I should or should not take the exam, my best friend and colleague in Infection Prevention and Control, Dorothy Borton, RN, BSN, CIC took the first exam in 1983. She was in the first cohort of CICs and she challenged me to take the exam. I took the exam in 1986 and have re-certified every five years since then. 

In 1987 I was appointed to the CBIC Board of Directors and had the privilege of serving as CBIC President in 1990. Over the past 40 years, the practice of Infection Prevention has evolved and requires a broad knowledge base drawn from the fields of public health, epidemiology, infectious diseases, education, and program management. Certification in Infection Control validates that the individual who has successfully passed the examination has the basic knowledge that is required for entry into the profession of Infection Prevention. I see acquiring Certification in Infection Control as a measure of the individual's professionalism and as such intrinsically valuable. I believe that the value of re-certification lies in ensuring continued competency. Our patients have a right to expect a safe healthcare environment, where there is zero tolerance for healthcare-associated infections and where infection prevention programs are staffed by Infection Preventionists who are Certified in Infection Control.
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