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Biographical Profile 
Jennie Mayfield, BSN, MPH, CIC has worked in infection prevention for over 26 years. She is currently a 

clinical epidemiologist at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri, where her focus is infection 

prevention in oncology populations across the continuum of care. She was an invited member to a global 

consensus conference on control of CDI in Toronto in 2007 and has presented abstracts and lectures at local 

and national meetings. In 2005, Jennie received the Advanced Practice Infection Control Professional Award 

from the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America. She is also the recipient of a 2007 APIC Hero of 

Infection Prevention Award. Jennie has been a member of APIC for 24 years and has served in numerous 

offices for her local APIC chapter. Currently, she serves as the APIC treasurer, a position she has held since 

2009. In her capacity as treasurer, Jennie has taken an active role in financial oversight, particularly during 

the economic downturn in 2008. She also co-chaired the APIC CEO Search Committee in 2011. 

 

Jennie received a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Colorado and a Master of Public 

Health from the University of North Carolina. She has been certified in infection prevention and control 

(CIC) since 1991. 

 

 

  

Jennie Mayfield, BSN, MPH, CIC 



 

 

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, Inc. 
 

Election 2013 
 

Candidate for President-Elect 
 

 

 

 
Biographical Profile 
Marcia Patrick, RN, MSN, CIC, has over 30 years of experience in infection prevention and control in acute, 

ambulatory, adult and pediatric facilities. She served for 21 years in the US Army, retiring in 1992. Marcia 

has been very active in APIC, currently serving her second term on the APIC Board of Directors. Marcia has 

also served in her local chapter and in other national leadership positions, including the Annual Conference 

Committee, Nashville, 1991; Governmental Affairs Committee, 1995-1997; Communications Committee 

2004-2008; the MRSA Elimination Task Force (MRSA Elimination Guide) and the APIC Branding Task 

Force. She is the APIC representative to the AORN Standards and Recommended Practices Committee and to 

HONOReform, an injection safety group. 

 

Marcia helped develop the webinar series to educate surveyors on performing CMS-mandated infection 

control surveys in ambulatory surgery and other sites. She helped develop and teach the first APIC infection 

prevention course for infection preventionists in ambulatory surgery centers. Marcia has taught in both the 

ICE and EPI courses and is a frequent lecturer on a variety of infection prevention and control topics. She was 

instrumental in developing legislation in Washington State that resulted in a mandatory reporting bill that 

provided consumers with information on which to base their healthcare decisions. 

 

Marcia holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven, 

Connecticut and a Master of Science in Nursing from the University of Texas-San Antonio, Texas. She has 

been certified in infection prevention and control (CIC) since 1983. 
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Biographical Profile 
George Allen, PhD, RN, CIC, CNOR, is currently director of infection control at Downstate Medical Center, 

Brooklyn, NY and a Clinical Assistant Professor at the State University of New York College of Health 

Related Professions. 

 

As an infection preventionist, Dr. Allen has served more than twenty years managing infection prevention 

programs at two acute care hospitals and has also maintained an active role as a perioperative registered nurse 

providing him with an immense spectrum of learning and teaching opportunities to facilitate patient and staff 

safety. 

 

As an APIC Greater New York Chapter member Dr. Allen has served as president, vice president, board 

member, and legislative chair. Dr. Allen was elected to chair the APIC Minority Safety and Health Section, 

served on the Editorial Board of the American Journal of Infection Control (AJIC) and as President of the 

Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) Brooklyn Chapter. Currently he is serving on the 

Editorial Board of the AORN Journal and authors a monthly column in the AORN Journal. Dr. Allen received 

the APIC Chapter Leadership Award in 2005, the APIC Greater New York Chapter Champion Award in 2010 

and in 2011 the Infection Control Today’ 2011 Who’s Who in Infection Prevention Award. 

 

Dr. Allen received his Bachelor of Science in Nursing from City University of New York, his Master of 

Science in Administration from Central Michigan University and his PhD in Public Administration from 

Kensington University. 

 

He holds board certification both in infection prevention and perioperative nursing. He has been certified in 

infection prevention and control (CIC) since 1988. 
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Biographical Profile 
Vickie M. Brown, RN, MPH, CIC, is currently the director of infection prevention and control at 

WakeMed in Raleigh, North Carolina. She has over 20 years of experience in infection prevention and 

control at an academic medical center. Vickie’s commitment to infection prevention is demonstrated by 

her contributions to infection prevention research and education and by her volunteer service to APIC. 

She currently serves on the APIC Board of Directors. Vickie’s APIC-NC Chapter service includes the 

board of directors, nominating committee, and government affairs representative. 

 

Vickie has served APIC as the project leader for the APIC Program Evaluation Tool, as an APIC 

representative to The Joint Commission Professional and Technical Advisory Committee, Practice 

Guidance Council, and as Chair of the 2011 APIC Annual Conference Committee. She has provided 

numerous educational presentations at state and national conferences and was selected as the 2009 

Infection Control Practitioner of the Year for the APIC-NC Chapter. 

 

Vickie received her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from East Carolina University and a Master of 

Public Health in Leadership, from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. She has been certified 

in infection prevention and control (CIC) since 1995. 
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Biographical Profile 
Rouett Abouzelof, RN, MSN, CIC is currently the manager of the infection prevention program at 

Primary Children’s Medical Center in Salt Lake City, Utah. She has served as the APIC Conference 

Committee Chair, the Pediatric Section Chair, and is currently the Immediate Past-President of the Utah 

APIC Chapter. For many years Rouett was a member of the Board of Trustees for RMICA, a regional 

infection control association that provided education and support to infection preventionists in the 

intermountain west. Rouett is a member of the Utah HAI Work Group, the Utah HAI Analytic 

Committee, and the Utah State Healthcare Infections Prevention Committee. She has presented at 

national, regional, and local conferences on topics related to infection prevention and finds her true 

passion lies in teaching new infection preventionists to identify and prevent healthcare associated 

infections. 

 

Rouett holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Weber State University in Ogden, Utah and a 

Master of Science in Patient Care Services from the University of Utah. She has been certified in 

infection prevention and control (CIC) since 2002. 
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Biographical Profile 
Barbara DeBaun, RN, MSN, CIC, has over 30 years of experience in the field of infection prevention 

and quality improvement. She is currently an improvement advisor for Cynosure Health. In this role, 

she provides vision and leadership in the development, implementation and facilitation of performance 

improvement initiatives for healthcare organizations. Previously, she was an improvement advisor for 

BEACON, the Bay Area Patient Safety Collaborative, and was the director of patient safety and 

infection control at California Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco. She is currently adjunct faculty 

at Dominican University of California. She is an active member of APIC having served as the chair of 

the 2012 APIC Annual Conference Committee and as a member of the APIC Education Committee and 

the APIC Practice Guidance Council. She is the APIC liaison to the CDC’s Hospital Infection Control 

Practices Advisory Committee (HICPAC) and is an APIC EPI 101 faculty member. She has lectured 

nationally and internationally on a variety of patient safety and infection control topics and has 

published over a dozen articles and several book chapters. In 2008, she was selected as Infection 

Control Today’s Educator of the Year. 

 

Barbara holds a Bachelor of Science in nursing from Pace University in New York and a Master of 

Science in Nursing from San Francisco State University. She has been certified in infection prevention 

and control (CIC) since 1990. 
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Biographical Profile 
Susan A. Dolan, RN, MS, CIC, is currently hospital epidemiologist at Children’s Hospital Colorado and has 

been an infection preventionist since 1994 while serving in various positions for the Mile High (Colorado) 

APIC Chapter including president, board of directors, program committee, legislative representative, 

nominating committee and membership. She spearheaded the crafting and passage of Colorado’s first HAI 

reporting bill in 2006. Since 2007, she served on APIC’s Public Policy Committee during a period of rapid 

growth in the legislative and regulatory arena and held the Chair position in 2010-2011 providing formal 

comments to various federal agencies. Currently, she serves on the Committee’s Regulatory Review Panel. 

 

Susan spreads her knowledge by speaking at numerous local and national meetings and continues to publish 

her work in peer-reviewed journals. She was lead author on the APIC position paper: Safe Injection, 

Infusion, and Medication Vial Practices in Healthcare, published in AJIC April 2010. In July 2012, ICHE 

published her outbreak investigation of Bacillus infections that uncovered the contamination of alcohol pads 

resulting in an international recall. Susan received Infection Control Today’s Educator of the Year Award in 

2002, was an APIC Hero of Infection Prevention in 2006 and recently was awarded the APIC President’s 

Distinguished Service Award and will receive the 2012 SHEA Advanced Practice Infection Preventionist 

Award during the ID Week 2012 conference. Susan’s passion for infection prevention and her leadership 

skills provide her the opportunity to collaborate with various organizations while she continues to network 

with fellow APIC colleagues. 

 

Susan holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the State University of New York in Utica, New York 

and a Master of Science in Pediatric Nursing from the University of Rochester School of Graduate Nursing 

in Rochester, New York. She has been certified in infection prevention and control (CIC) since 1997. 
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Biographical Profile 

Gertie van Knippenberg-Gordebeke, RN, CCIP, works as an international consultant. She started her career 

as infection control nurse in 1978 in the Netherlands. After all these years, she is still passionate about 

working in infection prevention. She realizes that her job can save lives. She believes that the two biggest 

tasks for infection preventionists are 1: sharing knowledge with healthcare workers and the public and 2: 

managing the daily infection prevention practice in healthcare settings by walking around, focused on basic 

measures. Her specializations are: hand hygiene, decontamination of equipment, with special advocacy for 

safer bedpan management, MRSA, coaching and teaching. The practical side of teaching appeals to her and 

she likes to use unconventional methods. She enjoys working with people and guiding them. 

 

Gertie served in the Netherlands for nine years as chair of the conference committee for her professional 

organization VHIG. Internationally, Gertie has served eight years on the International Federation of 

Infection Control (IFIC) Board of Directors and is currently co-chair of the APIC International section. She 

is on the editorial boards for AJIC and Healthcare Infection (Australia). Because of her many visits to 

hospitals, universities and meetings of professional organizations, Gertie has a good global view of infection 

prevention methods. As an international speaker, she is respected for her practical knowledge, enthusiasm, 

creativity and easy lifestyle. Her skills and talent bring people together. Creating a safer world is only 

possible if we include many people all over the globe working together for a common cause. 

 

Gertie is a registered nurse and is also a certified expert in infection prevention (CCIP) having received her 

certification in the Netherlands. 
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Biographical Profile 
Jacie Volkman, MPH, CIC, CHEP, is currently the manger of infection prevention at Mission Health System in 
Asheville, North Carolina and a senior consultant with Safety Management Services. Jacie started her career as 
an epidemiologist in public health and has worked in hospitals in infection prevention over the last six years. 
During this time, she has also been involved in APIC at the local and national level. Her passion for the field of 
infection prevention is evident in her dedication to APIC and to the hospitals she has served. She has been a 
member of the APIC Emergency Preparedness Committee for three years and is currently the committee chair. 
During her time with the committee she has contributed to the publication of numerous infection prevention 
guides for disasters, a position paper regarding the re-use of respirators in disasters, as well as articles in the 
American Journal of Infection Control. Jacie has presented an APIC webinar on infection prevention in 
alternate care sites and has, as part of the APIC Emergency Preparedness Committee, consulted with the APIC 
constituency from Japan after the 2011 earthquake and tsunami. Her knowledge, experience and commitment 
to help lead APIC into 2013 make her an excellent candidate for the APIC Board of Directors. 
 
Jacie received her Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Science from Texas A&M University and her Master of 
Public Health in Epidemiology and Biostatistics from Texas A&M School of Rural Public Health. She has 
been certified in infection prevention and control (CIC) since 2008. 
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Biographical Profile 
Marc-Oliver Wright, MT (ASCP), MS, CIC is the Corporate Director of Infection Control for NorthShore 
University HealthSystem in Evanston, Illinois. Marc oversees an infection control program with 
responsibilities for four acute care hospitals, over 75 ambulatory care centers, as well as home health and 
hospice services. He is a member of the Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology 
(APIC), Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (SHEA) and the American College of Healthcare 
Executives. He is the immediate past President of the Chicago Metropolitan Chapter of APIC. He has served 
on the APIC Science, Knowledge and Implementation Network (ASK-IN) since 2010 and is an author of the 
AJIC-NHSN Case Studies. Marc spent several years serving on APIC’s surveillance technology task force and 
has helped organize a number of regional conferences including the first Illinois statewide conference and the 
2012 Long Term Care Conference. Marc has authored several book chapters, including in APIC’s 
“Surveillance Programs for Healthcare Settings” and SHEA’s “Practical Healthcare Epidemiology”. He has 
over 20 publications in the American Journal of Infection Control, Infection Control and Hospital 
Epidemiology, Emerging Infectious Diseases, among others and currently serves as a Section Editor on the 
Editorial Board for the American Journal of Infection Control. 
 
Marc holds a Bachelor of Science in Clinical Laboratory Sciences, a Master of Science in Epidemiology as 
well as advanced training in public health informatics all from the University of Illinois at Chicago. He has 
been certified in infection prevention and control (CIC) since 2007. 
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Biographical Profile 
Donna Giannuzzi, RN, MBA, NEA-BC, serves as chief patient care officer for Lee Memorial Health 
System, the leading provider of healthcare services in Southwest Florida, where she is responsible for 
providing nursing practice and clinical service leadership across the four acute care facilities. Donna 
also serves as the chief administrative officer for the HealthPark Medical Center, a part of the Lee 
Memorial Health System, where she is responsible and accountable for the budgeted gain from 
operations for HealthPark Medical Center and for ensuring that the operating and financial objectives 
of the facility are met. Donna provides oversight of facility staffing, operational direction to the 
facility’s leadership team, serves on the health system’s Quality and Safety Management Council in a 
senior leadership capacity and is accountable for patient and safety outcomes for the hospital. Donna 
has also served as Vice President for Patient Care Services at Cape Coral Hospital in Cape Coral, 
Florida. Donna is a member of several professional organizations, including the American Organization 
of Nurse Executives, Florida Organization of Nurse Executives, Florida Hospital Association, and the 
American Nurses Association. 
 
Ms. Giannuzzi has a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University State of New York in Albany, 
New York and a Master of Business Administration from NOVA University in Fort Lauderdale, FL. 
 
 

  

Donna Giannuzzi, RN, MBA, NEA-BC



 
Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, Inc. 

 
Election 2013 

 
Candidate for Nominating & Awards Committee 

 

 

 

Biographical Profile 
Thomas Button, RN, BSN, NE-BC, CIC, joined the Truman Medical Center, Kansas City, Missouri as 
Corporate Director Infection Prevention & Control of a 6.6 FTE infection prevention program. Truman 
Medical Center is the primary teaching hospital for the University of Missouri-Kansas City Schools of Health 
Sciences and has two acute care hospitals, a comprehensive adult mental health facility, long term care, in 
addition to primary care clinics, and other outreach services. Tom came to Truman from Parkland Health & 
Hospital System Dallas, Texas. He has held numerous positions with the APIC – DFW Chapter including 
president and chair of the board. Tom’s accomplishments in infection prevention include abstracts or 
storyboards on VAP, outbreak investigation and SSI. He has an extensive curriculum vitae including 
employment at large adult teaching hospitals, large pediatric teaching hospitals and small rural facilities. 
 
Tom obtained his Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Mount Mercy College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. In 1994 he 
obtained a graduate level certification in Managing Health Care Systems from the Florida International 
University College of Business, Miami, Florida. He has been certified in infection prevention and control 
(CIC) since 2006. He has also maintained his ANCC certification in nursing administration since October 1995. 
 

  

Thomas Button, RN, BSN, NE-BC, CIC 



Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, Inc. 
 

Election 2013 
 

Candidate for Nominating & Awards Committee 

 

 
Biographical Profile 
Carolyn E. Jackson, RN, MA, CIC, is currently a project manager for the Delmarva Foundation headquartered in Easton, 
Maryland. She is responsible for coordination of the health care associated infection projects for the 10th Scope of work 
for the Quality Improvement Organization (QIO) for Maryland and the District of Columbia. Projects include focus on 
reduction of CLABSI, CAUTI, CDI, SSI and collaboration with IHI on Joining Organizations in Tackling SSI (JOINTS) 
project. 
 
As an infection preventionist, Carolyn has worked in various healthcare settings as well as serving as a consultant to 
promote the practice of infection prevention and has found that the multitudes of issues currently facing the profession 
are more complex. Carolyn is an adjunct faculty member of Prince Georges Community College and throughout her 
career has presented topics of interest to audiences through local and national presentations. She has served her local 
chapter in many capacities including three terms as President. Continuously certified in infection control since the initial 
cohort, she and a group of colleagues were recognized for maintaining certification in infection control for over 25 years. 
 
Carolyn previously served on the APIC Board and was elected to serve two terms as APIC Secretary to the Board of 
Directors. In 2010, Carolyn served as co-chair of the search committee for the new APIC CEO. Her experiences on the 
APIC Board have allowed her to work with astute individuals from around the world who are committed to the practice 
of infection prevention and control. A lifelong learner, Carolyn readily embraces new challenges and supports the 
concept of zero tolerance for healthcare-associated infections. 
 
Carolyn received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Hampton University and a Master of Health Care 
Administration from Central Michigan University. She has been certified in infection prevention and control (CIC) since 
1983. 
 

Carolyn E. Jackson, RN, MA, CIC 



Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology 

1275 K Street, NW, Suite 1000 

Washington, DC  20005 

Phone:  202-789-1890 

Fax:  202-789-1899 

 

 

 

 
 

 

APIC Election 2013 is managed by 

Survey & Ballot Systems/Direct Vote® 

 

 

 

Online voting opens September 17, 2012 and closes 

October 22, 2012 

 

 

Active and Lifetime Members will receive an email 

that includes your unique election credentials  

and access to the online ballot. 
 
 

 
*Not sure of your membership status?  Contact:  apicmembership@apic.org 

 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:apicmembership@apic.org

	Candidates for Office
	Candidate for President-Elect: Jennie Mayfield
	Candidate for President-Elect:  Marcia Patrick
	Candidate for Treasurer:  George Allen
	Candidate for Treasurer:  Vickie M. Brown
	Candidate for Board of Directors: Rouett Abouzelof
	Candidate for Board of Directors:  Barbara DeBaun
	Candidate for Board of Directors:  Susan A. Dolan
	Candidate for Board of Directors:  Gertie van Knippenberg-Gordebeke
	Candidate for Board of Directors:  Jacie Volkman
	Candidate for Board of Directors:  Marc-Oliver Wright
	Candidate for External Director:  Donna Giannuzzi
	Candidate for Nominating & Awards Committee:  Thomas Button
	Candidate for Nominating & Awards Committee:  Carolyn E. Jackson
	About the Elections



